EDVARD BENES

AT the beginning of 1944, when President Benes's sixtieth
birthday was approaching, his Czechoslovak friends decided
to produce a book similar to the one which was issued on his
fortieth and fiftieth birthdays.

Unlike the two preceding books, ours was undertaken on
hospitable and friendly soil, though not at home. This has
given the book a twofold character. On the one hand it is
clear that the gathering of people in exile here is so fortuitous
that it would not be fair thg,t the publication of Czech and
Slovak contributions now should prevent our friends at home
from offering their tribute to the man who is beloved by the
whole nation. In the second place the whole book is intended
to demonstrate the exceptional circumstances in which it is
issued by emphasizing the common roots of Anglo-Saxon with
Czechoslovak interests in the struggle of the British, American,
U.S.S.R. and other United Nations' peoples with the common
foe.

We have therefore decided to publish in Great Britain only
contributions from the President's friends written in English,
and to defer the publication of the Czech and Slovak con-
tributions until it is possible for our people at home to take
part. I wish to thank my three colleagues in this,work,
Minister Prokop Maxa, Chairman of the State Council, Mr.
Julius Fiirth, member of this council, Mr. Prokop Drtina, who
have helped me in compiling this book, and Dr. Grigori Harlip
for the free use of the portrait as a frontispiece.
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